the Hindu Adoptions and Maintenance Act. Four years after the
adoption, Ramaseetha became pregnant and gave birth to a male
child. Two years thereafter, her husband Krishna Mohan died.
As she had begotten a son, subsequent to the adoption, her
relatives, who attended the obseques of her husband, advised her
to give away the adopted boy to Ramayya and Latchamma, who
were asking her to give the adopted boy in adoption to them.
Ramayya is aged about 30 years and Latchamma is aged about 28
years and they are having vast properties. Under such
circumstances can Ramaseetha give her adopted son in further
adoption to Ramayya and Latchamma?

*    Since the boy has already been adopted by Ramaseetha, under
sub-section (ii) of Section 10 of the Hindu Adoptions and
Maintenance Act, a child who has already been adopted shall
be incapable of being taken in adoption: Further under sub-
section (iv) of Section 11 of the said Act, if the adoption is by
a female and the person to be adopted is a male, the adopting
mother is atleast twenty one years older than the person to be
adopted. As the boy whom Ramayya and Latchamma wanted
to adopt is aged about 12 years by the date of asking and as
Latchamma is aged 28 years and as the age disparity is less
than 21 years, such adoption will be void.

120.   Seetharatnam, a Brahmin widow has vast properties. She
has a son;\vho is married and has a son. After the birth of a son,
hisfather, i e., son of Sectharatnam, died, Thereafter, differences
arose between Seetharatnam and her daughter-in-law and so, her
daughter-in-law was living separately with her son, Seetharatnam
proposed to take the son of her sister in adoption. On coming to
know about this, Seetharatnam's daughter-in-law objected. Can
Seetharatnam take the son of her sister in adoption when the son
of Seetharatnam's son (i.e., her grand son) is alive?

*   Under sub-section (i) of Section 11 of the Hindu Adoptions &
Maintenance Act, if the adoption is of a son, the adoptive
father or mother by whom the adoption is made must not have
a Hindu son, son's son or son's son's son living at the time of
adoption. In the above case, as the grand son of Seetharatnam
is alive, she cannot validly take in adoption the son of her
sister.

121.   Vijayaraghava Rao and his wife, Renuka are having two
sons and one daughter. They are not well off and Vijayaraghava
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